MOUNTING

N

The Parapsychology

Of Ghosting

Newsprint

by Chris A. Paschke, CPF

requently, framers are ap-

proached by customers who
bring in ancient newspaper articles
(brittle and yellowing) wishing to
have miracles worked to preserve
them forever. Of course we all realize
it is the “nature of the beast” for
these keepsakes to eat themselves up
as they age because of the basic wood
pulp content of the inexpensive
papers used. However, there are a
few basics every framer should be
aware of when it comes to dealing
with these precious heirlooms. De-
acidifying the basic paper, as well as
mounting it to a solid backing board,
will help stabilize it and extend its
life.

There are a great deal of technical
procedures which could be discussed
from a paper conservator’s point of
view, such as the formal de-acidifica-
tion processes and vacuum en-
capsulation as they are set by Library
of Congress standards. However, in
this article I wish to address the
basics of mounting from a framer’s
point of view. The concept of mount-
ing newsprint to a solid backing
board must be addressed, since the
end result may readily be altered by
the color of the board, adhesive and
the amount of time left in a heat
press.

Generally speaking, most
newsprint that is saved comes from
newspapers where naturally, there is
print on the reverse side of the page.
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Since newspapers are made of ab-
sorbant, low quality paper and usual-
ly relatively thin, the type from the

reverse side can often be seen
through the paper once it is mounted
(photo 1). This “ghosting” of the print
from the reverse side has to be dealt
with and fortunately, can be both
easily and profitably done.

By simply mounting the
newspaper onto a black substrate, the
print from the reverse side is totally
camouflaged. However, it should be
pointed out that the mounting onto
a dark surface the paper itself is also
somewhat darkened. The “ghosting”
has been exorcised but the attitude
of the newspaper has been altered,
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which means the “psychology” of
dealing with your customer must be
addressed.

In layman’s terms, execute a sam-
ple as a selling tool, as is shown
here—half onto a white substrate,
half onto black (photo 1). By illustrat-
ing the difference between the two
halves to your customer you not only
prepare them for the visual darken-
ing (yes, somebody somewhere will
complain), but once you've sold them
on the virtues of removing the
“ghosts” you have the opportunity to
charge for using the better substrate.
This may amount to only a few
dollars, but it is a few “additional”

continued on page 28
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continued from page 26

dollars that could not have been
charged at all during the previous
sale. Once again, always remember to
charge for your specialized expertise.
Do you think parapsychologists work
for nothing?

Using the proper adhesive is es-
sential to maintain the intensity of
the dark substrate. Spray or wet
mounting, or even using a cold va-
cuum press may cause the newsprint
to begin to release from the substrate
after a period of time. If the
newspaper is going to be framed and
a mat will be placed around the
edges of the paper, this may never
pose any kind of problem. It should
be noted however, that to truly
produce a mount that will stand the
test of time, dry mounting with a heat
system is recommended. When using
either a mechanical or hot/cold va-
cuum press, the adhesives available
are quite numerous. “Tissue core”
adhesives are those with paper or
glassine cores with heat activated
adhesive on either side, while “pure”
adhesives are simply sheets of
adhesive with no paper core.

As with the spray and wet glues,
“pure” heat mounted adhesives are
colorless due to the fact that they
have no white paper core. This is the
key to mounting any thin tissue,
fabric or paper which has the basic
capability of lightly bleeding the
substrate color through to the visual
surface. If you wish to block out
printing from the reverse side of a
sheet of newsprint you must mount
onto the same color as the print (i.e.
black print on newspaper to black
substrate, blue print onto blue
substrate, etc.). It is the contrast of
the black type against the light col-
ored background that creates the
ghosting effect in the first place. This
is precisely why you must not inte-
grate the white color of a tissue core
adhesive once you have chosen to
mount onto a color substrate, or you
will cancel it out.

As mentioned previously, the same
holds true when mounting a thin rice
or mulberry paper, with visual fibers
as an integral part of the look. If
mounting onto a colored mat or foam
board in the process of building a

continued on page 30
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Correct
timing

2. Rice paper
(with fibers) is
mounted with
a tissue core
adhesive
(upper left).
The paper
(upper right)
isinits
unmounted
natural state.
The lower left
is mounted
using the
conventionally
correct time/
temperature of
180°F for 2
minutes, while
the lower right
is hotter/longer
at 200°F for 10
minutes. If left
in the press
longer, it
would become
even more
transparent.

3. This close-up shows a white, thin acetate lining fabric mounted
to a dark substrate. The right side is mounted with pure adhesive,

the left with tissue core and the lower half is mounted to a white
substrate. The upper 4 was mounted using a hotter temperature

and longer time, giving greater saturation.

black
substrate

white
substrate
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MATBOARDS

Accent white core
Archival Matboards for
conservation framing.

Showcard, Display
and Mountboards

Regular Matboards: These raise the standard of
regular framing since all components are acid free,
(The core is buffered groundwood).

Acid free lllustration Boards and
heavyweight colored Peterboro Art Papers

Peterboro Cardboards Ltd.

P.O. Box 476, Peterborough, On., Canada, K9J 626
Tel. 705 742-0471, Fax. 705 742-8444

American Dealer/Distributor inquiries are invited.
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continued from page 28

shadow box, in order for the fibers
of the paper to remain visible it must
be mounted onto dark board with a
colorless adhesive (photo 2). If you
use a white tissue core adhesive it’s
the same as if you mounted onto a
white board, for you have reintro-
duced the initial light color (photo 3).

When attempting to visually pull a
particular color up through a
mounted fabric or paper, you must
always remain aware of the antici-
pated outcome. The same heat
mounted pure adhesive that allows
you to be a magician by ridding the
viewer of unwanted ghosting, can
also soak into the mounted material
and make it transparent if not used
correctly (photo 2). It is very true
that the lower temperature tissue
core adhesives are far less likely to
absorb into the mounted material,
however, the creativity of a colorless
glue is sacrificed.

In summation, you must become
consciously and  subconsciously
aware of the effects heat and temper-
ature have on the items being
mounted, as well as the color of the
substrate and adhesive. Do a series
of tests involving varying times and
temperatures, always making nota-
tions on the reverse of the selling
aids you create (for later reference).
You must always be able to suc-
cessfully reproduce the sample you
show your customer without having
to re-invent the wheel each time.

Never hesitate to experiment. You
may love the look created by a piece
of Kinwashi paper, mounted to black
mat board with pure adhesive, and
left in the press at 200°F for 15-20
minutes. Just be prepared for only
the fibers to be visible and for the
black to have a slightly waxy feeling.
Though the effect can be extremely
dramatic the look will be a far cry
from the same Kinwashi on black at
180°F for 2 minutes! PFM
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